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JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS � MR GRAEME MURPHY AND MR SIMON STONE 

Statement by Attorney General 

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman � Attorney General) [9.07 am]: I rise to advise members of recent new 
judicial appointments made to the state�s higher courts. On 21 April 2009, the Governor in Executive Council 
appointed Mr Graeme Harold Murphy, SC a judge of the Supreme Court of Western Australia, and Mr Simon 
Elliott Stone a judge of the District Court. Both appointees have had distinguished careers, and I am confident 
that they will discharge their newfound responsibilities with distinction.  

Mr Harold Murphy graduated from the University of Sydney in 1978 with a Bachelor of Economics, and in 1980 
with a Bachelor of Laws. After these tertiary studies, he began his career as a solicitor with a new firm now 
known as DLA Phillips Fox, and then with Blake Dawson Waldron, where he primarily dealt with commercial, 
insurance and medical negligence litigation. He then travelled to London, and through the firm of Clifford 
Chance, Mr Murphy gained important experience in corporate litigation and international arbitrations. Upon his 
return to Australia in 1988, Mr Murphy was made a partner of Blake Dawson Waldron. A year later, he came to 
Perth where he acted in corporate takeover litigation, mining litigation, and as junior counsel for the liquidators 
of Rothwells in the Supreme and Federal Courts. In 1994, Mr Murphy went to the bar and was appointed Senior 
Counsel in 2003. Mr Murphy�s broad career has equipped him with an invaluable and diverse understanding of 
many areas of legal expertise, ranging from trade practices to administrative, maritime, and medical negligence, 
as well as contractual, statutory and constitutional interpretation. Mr Murphy has also taken a continuing interest 
in the wider legal profession. He has taken an active role in the Western Australian Bar Chambers, being a 
director and secretary for several years, as well as being a member of its disciplinary committee. His service to 
his profession has also manifested itself in the role of educator; Mr Murphy has often presented courses and 
training for young lawyers and participated in the continuing education seminars presented by the Law Society. 

Mr Simon Stone has likewise enjoyed a distinguished career. Upon graduating from the University of Western 
Australia in 1974 with a Bachelor of Laws, Mr Stone commenced his articles at Stone James and Co, and was 
admitted to practise as a barrister and solicitor of the Supreme Court of Western Australia in 1978. In 1982, he 
was admitted as a practitioner of the High Court of Australia. Mr Stone then worked for six years with the Legal 
Aid Commission of WA, where he gained experience in the areas of family and criminal law, as well as 
performing as duty counsel in Court of Petty Sessions matters in the north west of the state. In 1984, he 
commenced an appointment with the then British-administered Hong Kong Government as crown counsel. He 
was elevated to senior crown counsel in 1986, and during his nine years of experience there, he gained a broad 
experience in criminal law, with particular regard to robbery, drugs and murder. 

Upon his return to Perth in 1993, Mr Stone brought his international experience to bear on local issues by 
beginning employment with the Western Australian Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions. Originally 
employed as a class 3 legal officer, Mr Stone became consultant state prosecutor in 2005. He has generally been 
charged with the carriage and conduct of trials of serious and often complex offences in the Supreme and District 
Courts, the High Court and the Court of Appeal. He has also appeared as lead counsel for the state in the high 
profile re-hearings of the cases of Button, Beamish and the Mickelbergs in the Court of Criminal Appeal. 

I offer my congratulations to both Mr Murphy and Mr Stone on their appointments to such vital positions of 
importance to the Western Australian court system, and I wish them the best of luck for the new kinds of 
challenges they will face.  
 


